[image: image7.png]at‘w““' Associaty,,

Oz

°r

Southeast Michigan

S®
"o . e\‘
Fessional organi*

The Organizing Authority ©



[image: image8.png]





Clean Your Screen – Computer Tips



College Hunks Hauling Junk
      Looking For a College Hunk?    Let tomorrow’s leaders haul your junk today!
COLLEGE HUNKS HAULING JUNK is a multi-truck, year-round junk-removal service. We help you FINALLY get rid of those unwanted items by providing friendly and clean-cut collegiate teams to remove items from anywhere within your commercial or residential property.                              We proudly donate a portion of revenue from each job to local college scholarship programs.
COLLEGE HUNKS HAULING JUNK works with many professional organizers and understands the overwhelming stress “too much stuff” can cause.   We can help alleviate that stress by doing all the labor and loading, including proper disposal of all items.  60% of hauled items are recycled or donated.   And bonus, the Hunks do not just haul junk, we also offer a labor only service, something which sets us apart from our competitors.  Need heavy items moved around within your house?  Help taking something apart? You can hire two big strong hunks!
The Benefits:

· Discounted Rates

· Bigger trucks than our competition

· Licensed, Bonded and Insured

· FREE estimates

"Some companies emphasize satisfied customers. We emphasize loyal clients"

-Nick Friedman, President of COLLEGE HUNKS HAULING JUNK
Steve’s Mobile Auto Care, LLC

Don’t you just love those lazy afternoons spent sitting in a plastic chair, watching the soaps and drinking burnt coffee, while waiting for your car to be fixed? Yeah, right! Instead, how about if you carry on with your day, whether at home or at work, and get your to-do list done while a master mechanic fixes your vehicle at your location? 

Steve’s Mobile Auto Care, LLC, is a state-registered mobile repair facility owned and run by Steve Connor, an ASE and State Certified Master Mechanic and ASE Certified Undercar Specialist with 18 years of professional experience. Steve brings his shop to your location and fixes just about any problem right onsite. Examples include Routine & Preventative Maintenance (Brakes; Transmission Flush; A/C Recharge; Oil Change; Tire Repair & Rotation; Front End/Suspension), No-Starts, Hard Starts, Runs Rough, & Breakdowns (Starters; Alternators; Overheating; Problems Related to Electrical, Computer, or Fuel Systems), Noises of Concern (Clunks, Rattles, Squeals, etc.), and much more. Other popular services are Steve’s Safety Inspections (a good idea before a long trip, before winter, or when transferring ownership to your child) and Used Car Inspections (saving you from a costly and/or dangerously bad purchase).

You might think that having a mechanic come to you would cost more than a typical shop, but it doesn’t: Steve’s prices are almost always lower than brick & mortar shops because he’s not carrying $10,000+ per month in overhead. (Sorry, burnt coffee not included). Steve serves the southeast lower Michigan area from New Baltimore to downriver and Novi to Lake St. Clair. Find more info at www.stevesmobile.com and call Steve directly at 586-747-1720.
	Michigan Gov. Jennifer Granholm has designated January in Michigan as “Get Organized Month.” 

Gov. Granholm recently signed a proclamation supporting the work of Michigan’s professional organizers and highlighting the benefits of being organized. In the metro Detroit area, the 42 
members of National Association of Professional Organizers – Southeast Michigan Chapter 
(NAPO-SE-MI) are using their talents to help individuals, businesses, schools, and nonprofit organizations become more organized in 2010.
 “By getting organized, residents of the state of Michigan can use their newly found skill to provide valuable goods to charities and nonprofits and aid the environment by recycling, reusing and 
reducing the purchase of duplicate and unnecessary items,” according to the proclamation.

Getting organized is at the top of many lists this time of year. According to a recent NAPO survey, 
96 percent of respondents felt that they could save at least some time each day if they were more organized at home and 91 percent felt they could be more efficient at work if they were better 
organized. Overall, 71 percent indicated their quality of life would improve with more organization.

Professional organizers can help clients find new ways to clear away clutter and meet their 
organizing goals.
 “Oftentimes we organizers are our clients’ anchors and task managers.  I am there to work side 
by side with my clients and keep them moving forward, give them support and to not let them get discouraged,” said Betty Huotari, NAPO-SE-MI chapter president. 

“Get Organized Month” is also a time for chapters to give back to their local communities. Schools, 
local businesses, and community agencies have all benefited from their local chapter’s help to get organized, streamline processes, and reduce clutter. This year, the Southeast Michigan chapter 
will make a difference during “Get Organized Month” by volunteering its services to Michigan 
residents and nonprofits.
Throughout the month there are many activities planned, many free or at a nominal cost, 
to provide tips and information for those who want to create more free time, experience fewer 
hassles, and have clutter-free homes and offices.  
Informal sessions with organizers at area coffee shops, presentations at libraries, and 
meetings at book stores are scheduled throughout January. Events have been planned in 
East Lansing, Okemos, Fenton, Birmingham, Rochester, Novi, Yale, Williamston, Sterling 
Heights, and other locations.   Visit http://www.napomichigan.com for details. 
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Newspapers, even those reporting historic events, often have little value but may be accepted by libraries for their local history collections. Old Detroit/local supplements from papers may have some value (but probably not much even then).   


Barbed wire may have great value depending upon the pattern and will require further research/appraisal.


Vintage quilts vary greatly in value and are tough to appraise.  Condition and style are very important and tied quilts rarely have any value.


Bakelite jewelry may be difficult to identify as it appears to the untrained eye to be more contemporary plastic.  It is highly collectible and can be very valuable.  Bakelite was also used as decorative handles for many old cooking utensils and they are also valuable.  Ken’s tip: If you suspect your item is Bakelite, rub it quickly until it is warm and then smell the item.  Plastic doesn’t have any smell but Bakelite has a chemical odor. 


Costume jewelry may be very valuable and most good costume jewelry doesn’t have an identifying mark.


Baseball cards – post-1975 have no value.  Older sports memorabilia should be appraised by an expert.


Antique furniture is selling for much less than it was in the recent past. 





Ken Lindsay is the owner of American Eagle Auctions and Appraisals,  � HYPERLINK "http://www.AEAuctions.com" �www.AEAuctions.com� 





You may have your home office arranged just the way you want it: a place for every paper clip and every paper clip in its place. But your computer screen is another story. Icons crowd the desktop, file names are unclear, and you can’t find anything.


Reserve your desktop for files that need immediate attention. Stash everything else — including that funny video your mom sent — in an appropriate folder on the hard drive, or just delete it.


Before you file the items from your desktop, give them a name that makes sense.  Think in an   “un-English” manner when naming documents and photos. For instance, instead of calling something “Letter to Janet,” label it as “Janet_letter_Nov_3_2005”


When you open a folder or a directory, the files are usually sorted in alphanumeric order. For files you are into frequently, place an underscore (_) or ~ at the beginning of a file name, it will float to the top of the list. (No more scrolling to find ToDoToday.doc.)





Tips excerpted from Organize Your Work Day in No Time by author and professional organizer, 


K. J. McCorry.
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 Trash or Treasure? Advice from the Experts (continued)
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It’s Time for 


A Fresh Start!


Our NAPO-SE-MI Organizing Newsletter











College Hunks Hauling Junk


�HYPERLINK "http://www.1800junkusa.com"�www.1800junkusa.com�


1-800-Junk-USA








   As organizers, part of our effectiveness is in helping our clients separate their treasure from their trash.   But what if their trash really is a treasure, or at least someone else’s treasure?  To help us help our clients make the best decisions possible, the NAPO Southeast Michigan Chapter recently educated themselves courtesy of Ken Lindsay, auctioneer, about those items we may find that have monetary value.  Listed below is some of his expert advice.  As with anything, remember these are just guidelines; there is an exception to every rule.  Condition affects the value of almost everything, and just like clothing, antiques and collectibles go in and out of fashion and prices vary accordingly.  





Board games – Those over 35 years old have some value, the older & more complete the better.


Silver, flatware & serving pieces - Plated silver is often not valuable but items marked sterling can be very valuable.


Magazines from the last 35 years have no value and with magazines older than that, remember that the more popular the magazine, the less valuable it will be.


Women’s magazines from the 1800s are worth $15-$20 each at most.  People buy them to frame the covers.  The first issue of any magazine is the most valuable.


Pre-1955 sale catalogs & old owners manuals (like old tractor catalogs) can be worth a lot depending on the contents.  


Political buttons – Be aware that many are reproductions done in the last 60 years.  Sometimes on the edge it will say “reproduction” or have a stock #.  Non- reproduction pieces from the early 1800s are the most valuable.  As with magazines, those buttons that were the most abundant such as JFK or Nixon are generally least valuable.


Singer sewing machines rarely have any value but you can date and research them.  The exception is the mini Singer model.  The machine cabinets sell better than machines do.


Vintage sewing items such as old thimbles are “hot” right now and can have value.


Glass hens in nests are popular at the moment, especially in rural sale settings.  Earlier versions are unmarked.


Vintage photos such as old portraits are not usually worth much.  Pictures that are full-body, farm scenes, or pertain to African Americans may be worth more.
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