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Professional organizers help individuals and businesses take control of their surroundings, their time, their paper, and their systems for life.  The National Association of Professional Organizers (NAPO) – The Organizing Authority – is your gateway to finding help.





A NAPO professional organizer can teach you the skills you need to solve a lifetime of organizing problems by designing systems and processes using established organizing principles. These organizing solutions are tailored to meet your organizing needs, now and in the future.





NAPO makes available to its members quality education, exposure to cutting-edge trends in organizing, the latest product knowledge, and access to top organizing-industry manufacturers.





With the help of a NAPO professional organizer, you can –


Accomplish more at work and at home


Meet important deadlines


Find things faster


Gain control of your surroundings


Reduce clutter


Improve quality of life


Create streamlined processes


Have you worked with an organizer in the past, but find that clutter has slowly crept back in?  No need to feel like you’ve failed.  Your organizer understands that disorganization occurs for a wide variety of reasons, and can help you to get back on track.   





Schedule time with your professional organizer, 


Cynthia Gentit/Eat That Elephant LLC for hands-on assistance.

















                








  





NAPO-SE Michigan welcomes Great Lakes Garage as one of its 2008 industry partners.


Watch for other industry partner spotlights in upcoming issues.





    Are you are ready to create the garage of your dreams? Or, would you just like to create a little more usable storage space? Great Lakes Garage has been creating functional work and storage environments for homeowners across the metro Detroit area since 2001. By becoming an industry partner Great Lakes Garage will work with you and your professional organizer to provide you with the best possible products for meeting your garage or workshop storage needs. Great Lakes Garage carries three different cabinet lines, from basic to elite, offering a variety of quality products to meet your needs and your budget.   ��   In addition to offering customized storage GLG also installs epoxy flooring, slot wall, and overhead garage storage units.  They also carry products for the do-it-yourselfer.  Products can be viewed in person at their showroom: 6841 N. Rochester Road in Rochester Hills (corner of Tienkin & Rochester Roads).  Their products and a portfolio of completed jobs can also be viewed online at their website:                   www.greatlakesgarage.com


�Great Lakes Garage will be introducing a new upscale closet line featuring their “Red Line” premier cabinets so be sure to visit their website to see what's new.    


                               You never know when a great idea may be just a click away.��Remember, whether you just need more storage space, or want to create that Garage or Workshop of your dreams. We have it all... call to get started NOW!!
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Have you given thought to what you'll resolve to do in 2008?  If you're like millions of Americans, getting organized will be on your list. Maybe you just want to know where you put all the Target receipts but whatever your reason, getting organized is an achievable ambition. 


  So what is it that separates the organized from the disorganized? Following are five common behaviors among those who live an organized life. If you implement them, you'll discover it's no accident that together they spell p-e-a-c-e.


1. Purge - Organized people ruthlessly and regularly purge things they no longer use. You can do the same by getting rid of anything you don't use or that no longer fits your lifestyle. For example, if haven’t fit into your "skinny" jeans for a year, then give them to someone who is genetically wired to be ten pounds lighter than you.


  Purging is also throwing things out or turning things down even when it's not socially acceptable. For instance, if you can't stand the decorative lamp your mother-in-law gave you, take in the joy she intended and then donate it to someone who will love it. 


  To be most effective, purging must occur routinely. Consider retiring an item for every item you bring into your home. At least once a year, give your household clutter the once over. Before or after birthdays and holidays, toss out the old to make room for the new.


2. Establish - Another habit the organized practice is establishing systems for specific trouble areas as soon as they become overwhelming.   If you find yourself paying a late fee on your bills every month, create a failsafe system to keep you on top of the dates.


  The most critical step to establishing a system is taking action. Remember, the system does not have to be perfect, decide what makes sense, and feel the satisfaction of making a change. Remember, you might have to tweak it a time or two before you get it right.


3. Abstain - Orderly people regularly abstain from making impulsive purchases. With advertising permeating nearly every aspect of our daily lives, abstinence does not come easy. But you can incorporate this practice in your life by beginning to think before you buy. As an example, use a list when shopping and stick to it. If you want something not on the list, wait. If you're still thinking about it two weeks later, then go back. (Chances are, you'll forget about it 80 percent of the time.) 


4. Contain - Organized people not only contain things but use the container to define boundaries. For example, if their magazine holder is full, they recycle the old magazines to make room for the new ones - instead of stacking the new ones beside the full magazine rack.


  Another principal commonly followed by the tidy is to contain like things together and to label them. These techniques help to separate groups and make for easy retrieval and cleanup.


5. Earmark - The last behavior dividing the organized from the disorganized is earmarking a special storage place for every item. You can effectively incorporate this behavior into your life by asking yourself, where do I use this item? and then storing it there. Add to that another discipline tidy people employ - putting things back where they belong - and you'll become clutter free - before it's time to think about your 2009 resolutions!  











The 5 Habits of Organized People
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