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Organizers like to garden too!  Below are some tips submitted by our local organizers.





If you have a lawn mower, tune it up now or hire someone to do it for you. 


If you have a lawn service provider, contact them for the upcoming season. 


On those warm days spend 15 minutes or so removing the dried remains from last year's flowers. A little time every day makes all the difference in having a beautiful garden. 


Spend 5 or 10 minutes once a week to sweep off porches, decks and patios. 


Plant only perennials (flowers that come up year after year) and skip the time consuming annuals. From Carolyn Anderson-Ferman, Simply Organized Life, www.simplyorganizedlife.com





Practice the principle of gathering everything you need before you start.  Before planting new pots in spring, get your soil, garden tools, water bucket, flower starter and flowers.  Line up all your pots and plant them assembly line style.  Once your pots are in place it is so exciting to watch your flowers grow.


 


Buy a garden bench which has metal legs and a sponge seat.  You can flip it as a bench or flip it to kneel on it when picking weeds.  Saves both your back & your knees.  From Debbie Tebbe, Organized Happy Helper,www.organizedhappyhelper.com





Use a garden seat that also holds your tools, a favorite is the Step 2 Garden Hopper which can be ordered from www.acehardware.com (free shipping to your local store).  Unlike some styles the sides are open so you can access your tools without having to stand up, it keeps your tools and gloves together in one convenient place.  Store the hopper beneath your (covered) gas barbq to free up valuable space in the garage.   


                               From Cynthia Gentit, Eat That Elephant LLC, www.EatThatElephant.com

















                








  


NAPO-SE Michigan welcomes The Shelving Store and Shelving Inc.


 as one of its 2008 industry partners.





The Shelving Store is located at 1444 East 11 Mile Road in Madison Heights.  The Shelving Store is a 12,000 square foot facility with a new home storage showroom featuring chrome wire, elfa, umbra and glass shelving. The user-friendly layout of the showroom is divided into specific lifestyle sections for each room in your home including the closet, kitchen, office, laundry room, living space, kids' space, and garage.  Store designers provide free in-home measurements and designs for all your shelving needs and an installation service is also offered.   Visit the showroom in person or come up with your own ideas after visiting � HYPERLINK "http://www.TheShelvingStore.com" ��www.TheShelvingStore.com�   Local customers can place an order online and pick up their purchases the same day.    


�Shelving Inc. is the commercial division of the Shelving Store and is located in Auburn Hills. In business for nearly 50 years the experts at Shelving, Inc. streamline storage procedures and organize any commercial or public space to increase the efficiency and capacity of a company's existing space.  Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.Shelving.com" ��www.Shelving.com� to view their large inventory of high-quality shelving that is both functional and well designed.�


Watch for other industry partner spotlights in upcoming issues.
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  It seemed a very long time in coming this year but spring has finally arrived and with spring comes gardening.  Maybe you found yourself looking forward to the season but dreading the search for your gardening tools.  You knew they were in there somewhere, under the deflated pool toys, last year’s fertilizer, and a bike or two - but it just didn’t seem worth the search.  Maybe you even considered just going out and buying new tools.  If this is your situation don’t despair, you can adopt one of these solutions to not only better organize this season but prevent the problem from happening next year too – and that’s what organizing is all about.  Let’s follow the “SPACE” plan.


  Sort - Gather all the hand tools you have/like to use when you garden, and don’t forget the garden gloves!  Now that might mean you have to dig under the deflated pool toys but by the time you find your tools you’ll have some of that cleaned up too – bonus!  


  Purge - Once you have all your tools together look them over, are they all in good shape or do some need replacing?  Are there some you never did find or some you always wanted?  Now is the time to get that knee pad you wished you had last year.  You need to get these tools together first so that you know what size container will work best for carrying/storing them.


Assign a home – After you know how much space your tools will take, decide where you would like to keep them when you are not using them.  This may be a shelf in the garage, your tool shed, workbench, basement or some other spot. 


Containerize – Decide how you will store your tools; a hanging rack, a basket or tub with a lid?  Consider a container that can travel with you from your storage place to the flower bed.  Here are a few ideas for you to consider:


garden cart – this could be anything from a wheelbarrow type to a smaller wheeled version meant for sitting on as you work, most have a storage area for tools


bucket organizer – these are fabric or vinyl tool holders made to line the inside or hang on the outside of a bucket (you provide the bucket), makes transporting your tools easy and you can throw the weeds in the bucket.


bucket with attached tool holders – this is a do-it-yourself Martha Stewart solution if you are so inclined - Metal or plastic buckets of any size can be converted into handy carryalls for frequently used tools.  Go to www.marthastewart.com and enter “plastic bucket tool carryall” in the search box for instructions.  When you are done you can stand one tool in each loop, and carry your work gloves in the pail.


super simple solution – just use a bucket to hold and carry all your tools


Equalize – means after you use it, put it back, put it back, put it back.  Do this consistently and you won’t ever have to hunt for your gardening tools again.





Maintenance tip: An easy way to clean your garden tools is to fill a bucket with sand, and mix in some automotive or lawn mower oil (leftover oil from your car's last oil change is ideal). After scraping off excess dirt, plunge your tools into the bucket of sand several times.  They will emerge clean and well oiled.








Organizing for Spring!











Spotlight on NAPO–SE-MI Industry Partner:


The Shelving Store and Shelving Inc.














