Michigan governor declares January 2010 as Get Organized Month
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Michigan Governor Jennifer Granholm has
designated January in Michigan as "Get
Organized Month."

Gov. Granholm recently signed a
proclamation supporting the work of
Michigan's professional organizers

and highlighting the benefits of being
organized. In the Metro Detroit area, the

42 members of National Association of
Professional Organizers - Southeast
Michigan Chapter (NAPO-SE-MI), are using
their talents to help individuals, businesses,
schools and non--profit organizations become

more organized in 2010.

"By getting organized, residents of the state of Michigan can use their newly found skill to
provide valuable goods to charities and non-profits and aid the environment by recycling,
reusing, and reducing the purchase of duplicate and unnecessary items," according to the
proclamation.

Getting organized is at the top of many lists this time of year. According to a recent NAPO
survey, 96 percent of respondents felt that they could save at least some time each day if they
were more organized at home and 91 percent felt they could be more efficient at work if they
were better organized. Overall, 71 percent indicated their quality of life would improve with
more organization.

Professional organizers can help clients find new ways to clear clutter and meet their organizing
goals. "Oftentimes we organizers are our clients' anchors and task managers. | am there to
work side by side with my clients and keep them moving forward, give them support and to not
let them get discouraged," said Betty Huotari, NAPO-SE-MI chapter president,

"Get Organized Month" is also a time for chapters to give back to their local communities.
Schools, local businesses, and community agencies have all benefited from their local chapter's
help to get organized, streamline processes, and reduce clutter. This year, the Southeast
Michigan chapter will make a difference during "Get Organized Month" by volunteering its
services to Michigan residents.

Throughout the month there are many free and nominal cost activities planned. These activities
will provide tips and information for those who want to create more free time, experience fewer
hassles and have clutter-free homes and offices.

Informal sessions with organizers at area coffee shops, presentations at libraries, and meetings
at bookstores are planned throughout January. Events have been planned in East Lansing,
Okemos, Fenton, Birmingham, Rochester, Novi, Yale, Williamston, Sterling Heights and other
locations. Visit www.napomichigan.com for more details.
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